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 Year in Review 

Librarian – Susan Rogers 
Our Mission statement: 

The mission of the Nakusp Public Library is to provide quality materials, resources, programs, and 

services, which help fulfill the educational, informational, cultural, and recreational needs of the 

community in an environment that is attractive, respectful, non-judgmental, and welcoming.  Our three 

main goals are: A: to become an information center of Nakusp and area B: to build strong community 

connections C: to ensure the library's long-term sustainability. 

Collaboration: 

Archives:  Brought in Kyle Kusch to show "Our Coloured Past"  an engaging slide presentation of  

historical photos of the region.  Admission was by donation with the monies raised going to support the 

new Archives addition.  The addition shares a foyer, elevator, and handicapped washroom with the 

Library.  

Selkirk College  and Nakusp Writer's Group: Secured Susan McCaslin of Fort Langley to come to 

Nakusp to run a poetry workshop.  The Library and the Writer's Group made the arrangements with 

Susan.  Selkirk  College advertised the program on their calendar and hosted the workshop in one of their 

classrooms.  The participants, the Library, and the Writer's Group shared the costs of running the 

workshop.   

One Book One Kootenay project: Staff member Patty Riley participated as one of the readers of thirty-

two books penned by Kootenay authors. These were shortlisted to three finalists who then toured 

Kootenay libraries.  We were able to host the final winner of the One Book One Kootenay, Bobby 

Hutchinson .  She regaled us with her delightful memoir of running a bed and breakfast entitled Blue 

Collar B & B: Adventures in hospitality.   

Kootenay Library Connect program: Particpated in this program, lending out 825 items to other 

Kootenay Libraries and enabling our patrons to borrow 588 items.  This was in addition to regular 

Interlibrary Loans involving the rest of the libraries in the province.  

Block loans: To refresh our large print collection we exchanged fifty large print books with the Kaslo 

Public Library. We did exchanges in April and December bringing 100 new titles to our large print 

readers.  We also did a Block Loan with the Arrow Lakes Alliance Church.  They have a great library, but 

with limited access.  Now a selection of their books and DVDs are available to all patrons.  We continued 

with Block exchanges of French books as well in May and November. Simply through collaboration, 

we've increased and broadened our collection.  

Books Everywhere Program:  In partnership with CBAL (Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy) a few 

of our Friends of the Library group regularly volunteered to replace a total of 802 books from the eleven 

Books Everywhere bins.   As well as manpower, the library supplied the Books Everywhere labels and 

donated a large number of books. 

Books for Babes:  Working with the Kootenay Library Federation to achieve discounts for volume 

purchases we are able to bring in Books for Babes kits that each include a board book, a music CD, and a 

library bag. Linda Nero, Public Health Nurse, distributes these kits to every newborn in Nakusp and area. 

CLAC – Community Literacy Advisory Committe: Library staff, Patty RIley, Susan Rogers, and Amy 

Managre have regularly attended CLAC meetings.  This group is comprised of delegates from Selkirk 

College, School District #10, Nakusp Public Library, Work BC , Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community 



Services, and Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy.  We work collaboratively to foster literary programs 

throughout the region.   

Events: 

In 2014 the Nakusp Library diversified and increased the number of programs and events. We put on 

sixty-nine events as compared to forty-seven the previous year  - an increase of 33% from 2013.  We were 

thrilled to have a total of 939 people who came to enjoy these events.  

We are grateful to the Friends of the Library group who contributed their time setting and clearing up at 

events, baking some scrumptious goodies for all attendees, and who also were the smiling faces at some 

of our outreach sessions. 

We featured  four author readings for the year.  As well as Bobby Hutchison we hosted authors Arthur 

Joyce:  Laying our Children's Ghosts to Rest:  Deanna Kawatski: Burning Man, Slaying Dragon, and 

youth author Susan Juby reading from Bright’s Light to an enthusiatic elementary class. 

We encouraged recycling of reading material by hosting a book swap.  The public was invited to the 

Library to bring books they've read and exchange them for new reading material at no cost.  We find even 

our dedicated patrons are happy to participate in the book swap. They don't have to keep track of a due 

date for the books they take home! 

Patty Riley came up with the idea of running an Easter Treasure Book Hunt.  She placed slips of paper 

stamped with Easter symbols in a large number of our books,  then she wrote down the spine label from 

each book and placed them in a basket. Patrons pulled out a spine label from the basket and went to find 

the corresponding book and pull out the slip of paper.  We had two classes from the elementary school 

come down to enthusiatically participate.  We were able to teach a number of patrons the dewey decimal 

cataloguing system and also how to find their favorite authors.  

The 5th annual Love of Poetry was hosted on April 11th.  There were 9 readers who read their favourite 

poems and helped foster a love for this literary form to an audience of thirty-three. 

After several months of highlighting the Britamanic Club which brings in monies for BBC DVDs, we 

hosted a Britamanic club evening March 7 with nineteen in attendance.  The Club kicked in donations of 

$356.90 in donations in 2014 for  purchases of new BBC DVDs.  Members put in suggestions for 

expanding this collection and are the first to be able to view them when they arrive.  

Nakusp Library happily participated in community wide Canada Day Card Game. We had to come up 

with a question that had participants searching the library for the answer.  Once they correctly answered 

the question they received a card for their poker hand.  It was the first time in the Library for a number of 

local residents.  

To support local writers and provide a venue for their works we hosted a Poetry slam where sixteen poets, 

including two students, entertained an audience of twenty-three.  We also continued the tradition of 

having a Writer’s Coffeehouse.  Sixteen writers read their works to an appreciative audience of twenty-

four.  These two events draw newcomers to the library as they come to encourage the local talent. 

Conducting a storytime for children is extremely important as part of our literary outreach to families.  

We ran a lively storytime with Sabina Iseli-Otto in April and May, in the summer with Skye 

Cunningham, our summer student, and then a Mother Goose program for ten weeks in the fall.  In total 

274 children and yes, adults, enjoyed these sessions.   

As a further outreach to children, Youth Librarian Cindy Schroff organized thirteen kid pleasing events 

throughout the year.  144 children took advantage of these great get-togethers.  



We celebrated American Banned book week in September by creating a banned book display.  It brought 

awareness to how much literacy freedom is valued.   A patron was flabbergasted at some of the "banned" 

books.    

Patty Riley facilitated a wreath making workshop in December.  The wreaths were constructed from 

recycled cardboard for the backing and recycled book pages configured into cones for the actual wreath. 

It is a great way to use books destined for the recycling bin. 

After one of our events, a patron remarked that she finds our library so special because "there is not a lot 

of public places that make her feel safe.  Our library does that for her." 

Outreach and connections: 

After the elevator was up and running and proven reliable, Patty Riley made a presentation at the Seniors 

coffee hour.  She encouraged them to make use of our accessible building and come in to choose their 

own materials, be it large print books, DVDs, audiobooks, or other items in our collection.   

Four times in the summer we set up “shop” at the local Farmer’s Market.  We sold pocket books, brought 

hot titles for patrons to take out, and were able to tell people about the BC One Card system. September 

had us setting up a table at the Fall Fair.  We placed a selection of harvest/gardening books for people to 

look through , sold raffle tickets, and promoted the Vesey seed catalogue and Seasonings cookbook for 

our fundraising.   

In the spring, Susan Rogers ventured down to the Burton Reading Center to make connections with Ian 

Greig and Ann Matchett.  They have a wonderful library in the former Burton School.  Afterwards she 

continued on to the Inonoaklin Reading Center down in Edgewood to meet the friendly volunteers there 

and share a potluck lunch.  Patty Riley went to the New Denver Reading Center to check in with them to 

see how we could work together to promote libraries.   

Staffing: 

In February the posting of the Librarian postion was advertised within the Kootenays, in local 

newspapers, and on the library website.  There were seven applicants and two were interviewed. The 

Library Board officially hired Susan Rogers as their librarian March 15th after she served an interim 

period from February 1st of 2013.   

Our adult services and interlibrary loan librarian, Patty Riley retired the 10th of July . This job vacancy 

brought in fifteen applications.  The personnel committee shortlisted the applicants and conducted four 

interviews.  The decision was made to hire Amy Manegre who started her position in early August.  

We had five dedicated regular volunteers helping us at the circulation desk during peak times.  They 

contributed 376 hours of their valuable time in 2014.  They are much appreciated by staff and patrons. 

Centennial Building: 

Improvements to space: The new elevator was up and running as of February 2014.  The library is now 

accessible to all.  A gentleman who has to travel with an oxygen tank is so pleased to now be able to 

come in and select his own reading material.   The Science Fiction section received additional shelving 

and some former shelving was replaced by Counter Intelligence.   The Librarian's office had 

improvements with the purchase of a printer, calculator, and proper desk chair.  In the fall, the threshold 

leading into the library was replaced as the former one was not airtight with the double doors.    

Renewal of an expired lease:  Nakusp Library was operating without a current lease since December 

2009.   This year as a new contract was under works, the Village of Nakusp changed the terminology 

from “Lease” to a “Licence to Occupy”, as comparable to other muncipalities.   It was a challenging 

learning experience for staff and board to learn the differences between the two.  New responsibilities for 



the library space and building were also analyzed. The Nakusp Library is now having to take on more 

capital costs for maintaining and/or improving the building.   

Other: 

Nakusp Library’s website visits were up 11.33%  There were 5,247 total visits with 12,663 pages 

perused.  In comparsion with the seventy-seven BC Public Libraries, forty-five had their number of visits 

decrease, twenty-two saw an increase, and ten library websites had no change in activity. 

Two high school classes were brought to the Library to work on their Heritage Fair projects.  This 

involved researching their family genealogy, culture, and history.  Students were instructed on how to use 

the Ancestry website and do research from our historical books.   

Our monthly posted calendars continued to be popular.  They are placed in strategic places around town.  

All  library events for the month can be seen at a glance.   

Susan reworked the policy binder to make it more user friendly and handed out the newly revised edition 

to all board members. 

The library has a great selection of  DVD/videos that is of real benefit for those in our rural area without 

television and to those with low incomes.  Our circulation of visual materials continued to increase.  

There were 12,060 checkouts of DVD/videos as opposed to 10,877 in 2013. 

We are also seeing a marked increase was ebooks/eaudios.  In 2014 there were 3,053 checkouts of 2,362 

different titles as compared to 2013 with 2,210 checkouts. 

Finances: 

With vital and well appreciated continued support from Village of Nakusp, RDCK, and the Ministry of 

Education we were able to continue providing our community with outstanding library service.  These 

stakeholders are the backbone of our finances.  They collectively contributed $106,720 to our operating 

revenue of $148,848.   

There were a couple new fundraisers in 2014.  In May, there was a yard sale and in the spring and fall we 

participated in Vesey Seeds catalogue fundraiser.  We also still continued our annual Bodaciously 

Beautiful Big  Book & Bake Bazaar (BBBBBB for short!) and our highly anticipated annual Silent 

Auction in August.  Through most of the year we sold Seasonings: A year in local flavor in words and 

recipes cookbook produced in Nelson, BC at a tidy profit sum of $10.00 each.  In the fall we sold raffle 

tickets to a gorgeous Kootenay Fall quilt lovingly made and donated by Marilyn McKinnon, and to a 

Nirve Special Edition Cruiser generously donated by James Toogood.  To finish up the year on a fund-

raising note we had a table in our foyer selling donated crafted articles for Christmas.  Ongoing 

throughout the year is our collection fund acquisition for magazine subscriptions and donations for 

purchasing books and DVDs.  Fundraising efforts achieved a total of $11,059.80, an increase from 2013 

totals of $9,552.51.   Patrons and other library supporters also charitably donated  $12,417.72 of which 

$7,794 of this was in memoriam donations.  2013 had total donations of $1,827.00. 

On the expense side our occupancy costs were $18,205; purchased supplies: $15,602; payroll and benefit 

expenses: $69,441; professional  expenses: $3,050; and office expenses $12,836.  Our total expenses for 

the year were $119, 133.  We have a carry forward amount to tide us through until the government 

monies are released in the late spring and mid-summer.   

The Nakusp Public Library has had another successful, busy year in 2014, with improvements in every 

area.  We value suggestions and are receptive to trying new ideas. We look forward to continuing to serve 

our community.  ..check us out. 


