
Library Director’s Report January 2021 

Happy New Year everyone! Here is a brief summary of what has transpired since our last meeting in 

November 2020.  

Typical Week Nov. 1-7: each year Libraries Branch, the provincial body overseeing libraries in BC surveys 

what a “typical week” in the library is like. This year is far from typical, but we counted anyway, and 

what we counted was: 

• In-library use of materials 

• In-person/phone reference requests 

• Electronic reference requests (email, social media) 

• Computer/study station use 

• In-person visits (check out, takeout pickup, visitors, etc) 

This year the number of digital programs (live and recorded) was also surveyed.  

Our levels for all these services are now much higher than they were for the Typical Week survey.  

Programming November & December: 

• Weekly online crafts on Facebook, Instagram, Tik Tok  

• Nov. 26 – Energy efficiency program workshop in partnership with the RDCK 

• Advent book & movie calendar on Facebook and Instagram  

The 2021 Budget was approved in December, after the pleasant surprise of a 3 percent increase from 

the Village and RDCK was incorporated.  

In December the library received 4 new radon detectors to lend out. We sold socks for CBAL and folded 

Scandinavian stars for us as fundraisers. We also had a lot of fun assembling holiday cheer packages for 

the board! 

The Let’s Connect project, funded by a micro-grant from SFU has enabled the loaning of 3 devices and 

with luck will help us get old computers to people who need them.  

We are in the process of updating staff computers, and have several new public computers waiting for 

removal of physical distancing restrictions to be set up. Our printer also died, so we are looking for a 

new printer/scanner/copier. If you have any suggestions for an economical one (toner/ink is 

inexpensive), please let me know.  

New internet for staff: up to 25 Mbps for $76/month 

New internet for the public: up to 75 Mbps for $70/month  

Training:  

Nov. 13 – Introduction to Cataloguing course complete (paid by Personal Learning Grant) 

Nov. 19 – Budgeting Basics through ABCPLD 

Nov. 24 – Library Advocacy in 2020 and Beyond 

Nov. 28 – Effective Library Directors 

Dec. 2 – Storytelling and Social Media (Melissa) 

Dec. 8 – Centennial Building meeting  

Jan. 14 – Fixed Fields in MARC records (Susan and Claire) 

Jan. 14 – Big Programming Ideas, Small Library 

April – Addressing Misinformation and Fake News: Resources and Strategies (Personal Learning grant) 



 

Programming January & February:  

• Online crafts with Donna Marko  

• Puzzle swap – bring one, take one  

• Author readings: Lara Stovel, Vanessa Farnsworth, Rod Dunnett 

Grants applied for:  

• Young Canada Works Student (2 months in summer) – student position 

• Canada Summer Jobs (April to February 2022) – anyone 16-30 

• Next: Young Canada Works Intern – recent graduate under 30  

• Also: CBT employment grants are now available to non-profit organizations 

 

We added another day to our open hours in response to a request that we be available to people who 

use transit. People who live down the lake in Arrow Park, Burton, Fauquier and Edgewood have transit 

service on Fridays, so in January we added the hours Fridays 12-4 as well.  

Susan raised the plexiglass with an old set of encyclopedias and now we have enough space for patrons 

to manoeuvre books during check out. Much cheaper and smarter than trying to get a space cut!  

The library now has a projector so we can project pictures or videos inside or outside for our Centenary 

celebrations and other events. We received a CBT Sponsorship grant and I have placed an order for 

some celebratory swag, including pens with our lovely logo on them, and I will be ordering bright nylon 

shopping bags from Cedra and getting Ragged Azz Designs in New Denver to print our logo on them, 

which will be given away as prizes for contests we run. I am very happy that we are able to pay local 

people and keep the money in our community.  

Barbara MacPherson is working with the Archives, myself and Melissa to write a bit about the library’s 

history. We will be working to produce a high-quality document to celebrate the library’s Centenary.  

I am arranging interviews with people for our Centenary celebrations – would any board members be 

interested in writing a short piece about how they feel about the library, or being in a very short video, 

or sound recording?  

Terry Welsh has a complete materials list for repairs under the stairs, Terry McKinnon continues to 

repair our books, and Bjarne took a load of recycling to the transfer station – thank you so much! 

We are so grateful for everything our volunteers do, on the board and off. We are definitely noticing 

their absence on the circulation desk as the library is getting busier and busier.  

Please come by the library, we love to see you!  

Many thanks,  

Claire  

 
 

 

Monday 
Tuesday  
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

CLOSED 
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
CLOSED 
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
CLOSED 

 


